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1 INTRODUCTION

In the Master's degree programme, seminar papers must be written in order for students
to successfully complete the respective subject of the MA degree programme. Students
are required to write a seminar paper for each subject of the MA programme. It should
be noted that, as a rule, a presentation must also be given on the basis of the seminar
papers.

A Master thesis must be written in the Master's degree programme so that students can
complete their Master's degree programme fully and successfully. The Master thesis is
written in the 4th semester of the MA programme. It should be noted that the student
must present it orally to a three-member examination board.

Both the seminar papers and the Master thesis in the Master's programme should adhere
to the principles of the Deontological Code and the Code of Good Practices of the
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens and the Deontological Code of the MA
programme, which can be found on the website of the Master's programme. In addition,
the NKUA logo should be displayed on the title page of the thesis and the thesis must
contain a declaration of non-plagiarism.

2 SEMINAR PAPERS

Students complete written seminar papers in all seminars of the MA programme. The
topic of each seminar paper is specified by the lecturer of the relevant subject or
determined in consultation with him/her and serves the purposes of the MA programme
as stipulated by the regulations of the Master's degree programme.

2.1 STRUCTURE AND LANGUAGE OF SEMINAR PAPERS

e The length of the seminar paper is 15-30 pages or 5,500 - 10,000 words. The
exact length of the paper is determined by the lecturer of the respective subject,
depending on the type of work (theoretical/bibliographical, primary research,
etc.) and always within the above-mentioned limits. The seminar papers are
based on the regulations for writing a paper, which can be found on the Master's
programme website. The thesis is written in German, while literature sources
are also permitted in other languages (Greek, English, etc.). The structure of the
thesis is determined in consultation with the lecturer of the respective subject so
that it serves the academic and research purpose of the thesis. However, at least
the following must be included:

e Introduction and formulation of the research question
e Development of the theoretical framework (with literature review)
e Presentation of the research method
e Presentation of the research study results
e Conclusions
e Bibliography
e Appendix (if required)
2.2 FINAL SUBMISSION, CORRECTION, EVALUATION

The students' seminar papers are submitted to the lecturers of the respective subject by
the set deadline, they are corrected and assessed within the semester in which the



seminar takes place, and the grades are handed in to the departmental office. Students
can also submit their seminar papers for assessment in the following examination period
in September. Failure to submit the work by the deadline during the examination period
in September requires the student to attend the seminar again the following year. If
necessary, the lecturer can also give students the opportunity to submit part of their
seminar paper in between or to discuss it with them so that they can receive feedback.

As arule, a presentation must also be given on the basis of the seminar papers in order
to successfully complete the examination. The seminar paper is assessed by the lecturer
in combination with the presentation. Grading is on a scale from zero (O) to ten (10),
with ten (10) being very good and five (5) being the basis for a successful performance.
(very good 10, basic 5). The lecturer determines the type of correction, which is based
on the assessment criteria of the MA programme. It should also be noted at this point
that any kind of plagiarism, i.e. the verbatim copying, even of short excerpts and/or
individual phrases or paraphrases/translations of a part of another person's work,
without a corresponding reference, is a serious academic offence (see the
DEONTOLOGICAL CODE OF RESEARCH).

3 MASTER THESIS

According to the study regulations of the Master's degree programme, the Master thesis
awards the student thirty (30) ECTS, which are divided as follows: Compulsory
participation in the colloquium awards four (4) ECTS and the completion of the Master
thesis awards twenty-six (26) ECTS. The Master thesis is a research project in a field
related to the content-cognitive subject of the MA programme "Theory - Applications"
and the student's field of specialisation: 1. "German Literature - Greek-German
Relations in Literature, Culture and Art" and 2. "Interfaces of Linguistics and
Didactics". The student's participation in the colloquium during the 4th semester is a
prerequisite for the successful completion of the Master thesis.

In order to participate in the colloquium and to write the Master thesis, students must
have successfully completed at least six (6) of a total of nine (9) seminars in the first
three semesters of the Master's programme. Otherwise, the start of writing the thesis
will be postponed to the next spring semester, provided that the student has successfully
completed the required nine (9) seminars of the first three semesters of the MA
programme.

3.1 SELECTION, SUBMISSION AND APPROVAL OF THE TOPIC

The topic of the Master thesis is proposed by the student and determined in consultation
with the supervisor. The subject of the thesis must be of a research nature. You can
either work only on a theoretical level or also include practical applications. In any case,
the choice of topic and methodology must ensure the originality, usefulness and
significance of the study to be carried out as part of the Master thesis. They must also
be aligned with the overall objectives of the Master's degree programme, as stipulated
in the study regulations. In addition, when selecting the topic, consideration must be
given to whether the Master thesis can be completed within one academic semester.
Students who have successfully completed the required seminars in the first three
semesters are eligible to submit the proposed topic for the Master thesis.



After the topic has been discussed with the respective supervisor, the student must
submit an application to the MA degree programme office during the 4th semester at
the latest, including the title, the synopsis/summary and the name of the proposed
supervisor. At the student's request, the Coordinating Committee determines the topics
of the Master theses, the supervisors and also the members of the three-person
committee for examining the Master thesis and proposes these to the plenary assembly
of the faculty, which then approves them. The Coordinating Committee may, at the
student's request, examine a change to the approved topic of the Master thesis and make
a proposal to the Plenary Assembly accordingly, but within a reasonable period of time
and if a special justification is provided.

3.2 SUPERVISION

During the preparation of the Master thesis, the student is required to work closely with
the supervisor. After completion of the Master thesis, it is assessed by the three-member
examination board, of which the supervisor is also a member. Each lecturer can
supervise a maximum of two (2) Master theses at the same time. The supervisor as well
as the members of the three-member examination committee must belong to the
teaching staff participating in the MA programme as described in Article 83 of Law
4957/22, must have taken over teaching subject(s) in the MA programme and must have
the same or a related scientific specialization qualification to the topic of the thesis. The
replacement of the supervisor or another member of the three-member examination
committee in the event of the departure of a member is determined by the coordinating
committee and approved by the plenary meeting of the department.

3.3 TIMETABLE FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE MASTER THESIS

For both specializations, the Master thesis is completed during the 4th semester of the
Master's degree programme, i.e. during the spring semester. The student may also
submit the thesis during the examination period in the respective September.
Furthermore, the duration of the Master thesis cannot be shorter than one academic
semester. In accordance with the study regulations of the Master's degree programme,
an extension of a maximum of one academic year may be granted upon a justified
written application by the student submitted to the Registrar's Office and with the
approval of the supervisor. The application for an extension is examined by the MA
programme coordinating committee and granted by the full faculty meeting. In the case
of a part-time programme, the time required to complete the Master thesis cannot
exceed the duration of one academic year.

As the Master thesis is worth thirty (30) ECTS credits, it corresponds to a workload of
seven hundred and fifty (750) to nine hundred (900) hours according to the European
Credit Transfer and Accumulation System. As a result, the average weekly workload
for completing the thesis is approximately thirty-six (36) hours.

3.4 LANGUAGE OF THE MASTER THESIS

The language of the courses and the language in which the Master thesis is written is
German. In exceptional cases and after approval by the Coordinating Committee,
English or Greek may also be used.

3.5 POSSIBILITY TO WRITE A GROUP MASTER THESIS
It is not possible to write a group Master thesis in the Master's degree programme.



3.6 STRUCTURE

The scope of the Master thesis is 50-100 pages or 15,000 - 35,000 words. The exact
length of the thesis is determined by the supervisor, depending on the type of work
(theoretical/bibliographical, primary research, etc.) and always within the above-
mentioned limits. The Master thesis is based on the regulations for writing a thesis,
which can be found on the Master's programme website.

The structure of the thesis is determined in consultation with the supervisor so that it
serves the academic and research purpose of the Master thesis. However, at least the
following must be included:

e Introduction and formulation of the research questions

e Development of the theoretical framework (with literature review)
e Presentation of the research method

e Presentation of the research study results

e Conclusions

e Bibliography

e Appendix (if required)

3.7 FINAL SUBMISSION, REVIEW AND EVALUATION

The Master thesis for the MA programme is submitted to the supervisor and - with the
supervisor's approval - to the other two members of the three-member examination
board by the set deadline in the 4th semester. The Master thesis is corrected and
assessed within the semester in which it is completed and within the corresponding
examination period. The grading is submitted to the departmental secretary's office.
The assessment also takes into account the student's oral presentation of the thesis to
the three-member examination board. If there is a difference of more than 3 points
between the supervisor and the other two assessors, the regulations of the MA
programme will be applied. Students may also submit their Master thesis for assessment
in the following examination period in September. If necessary, the supervisor can also
give students the opportunity to submit part of their Master thesis in between or to
discuss it with them so that they can receive feedback.

The Master thesis is graded on a scale from zero (O) to ten (10), with ten (10) being
very good and five (5) being the basis for successful performance. (very good 10, basic
5). The supervisor determines the type of correction, which is based on the assessment
criteria of the MA programme.

The Master thesis is deemed to have been successfully completed if the student has
attended the colloquium during the 4th semester - without exceeding the absences
stipulated in the study regulations - and has completed the Master thesis. The Master
theses that are approved by the Examination Board must be published in the digital
repository "PERGAMOS" in accordance with the resolution. It should also be noted at
this point that any kind of plagiarism, i.e. the verbatim copying, even of short excerpts
and/or individual phrases or paraphrases/translations of a part of another person's work,
without a corresponding reference, is a serious academic offence (see the
DEONTOLOGICAL CODE OF RESEARCH).



4. DECLARATION OF NON-PLAGIARISM
Declaration of non-plagiarism in German and Greek

Declaration of non-plagiarism

| hereby declare that | have written the above seminar paper/diploma thesis with the

title:

independently and that | have not used any resources other than those specified. | have
labelled the passages taken from other works (including internet sources) in terms of

wording or meaning by indicating the source in each individual case.

Furthermore, | confirm that | have not already submitted the thesis in whole or in part for
academic credit at the University of Athens or at any other university or educational

institution, nor will I submit it in the future.

The thesis may be checked for plagiarism using electronic aids.

Place/date Signature(s)*

* In the case of group theses, the signatures of all authors are required. By signing, they
vouch for the full content of the final version of this written work.
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5 CRITERIA OF EVALUATION OF THE MASTER THESIS

The marking scheme for the written assignments has been developed on the basis of a
mixed marking system, i.e. both holistic and analytical marking is used. The grading
procedure with this scheme is as follows:

We grade the work holistically according to criterion A with regard to its content, i.e.
the coverage of the given topic, but also with regard to the extent to which it addresses
the individual sub-areas of the topic. As part of this holistic assessment, we form an
opinion as to whether the thesis has fully analyzed the topic as well as the individual
sub-sections of the topic in the sub-chapters that are necessary for a complete analysis
of the topic. Finally, for the holistic assessment under criterion A, we make a judgement
as to whether the work fully explores the sources, raises questions and draws
conclusions about the topic.

After the holistic grading (1,2,3,4 or 5) has been carried out, the work is assessed
according to criterion B. Criterion B determines the extent to which it is academic
language or not and whether it contains communicative or morphosyntactic errors. The
work is graded 1 or 2 according to criterion B. Finally, the form of the work is examined
and graded as satisfactory or unsatisfactory with 1 or 2 according to criterion C.



G
CONTENT LANGUAGE FORM R
A B C A
D
E
TOPIC
The work can be completely categorized SCIENTIFIC LANGUAGE Very satisfactory 1
in the given topic and deals with the WITHOUT COMMUNICATIVE 10
individual sub-areas of the topic. OR MORPHOSYNTACTICAL
ANALYSIS MISTAKES
The work is fully analyzed in the 1
individual sub-areas 1 :
and is divided into sub-chapters that Not safisfactory 2 25
analyze the topic. NO SCIENTIFIC
ANALY.S IS LANGUAGE OR Very satisfactory 1
The thesis fully explores the sources, asks COMMUNICATIVE 9
questions and draws conclusions about AND/OR
the topic. MORPHOSYNTACTIC
MISTAKES
2 Not satisfactory 2 8,5
TOPIC
The work can be completely categorised SCIENTIFIC LANGUAGE Very satisfactory 1 8
in the given topic and deals with the WITHOUT COMMUNICATIVE
individual sub-areas of the topic. OR MORPHOSYNTACTICAL
ANALYSIS MISTAKES
The work is not a complete analysis of 1 Not satisfactory 2 75
the topic and is divided into 2 sub-
chapters, but these do not exhaust the
topic.
D il exolores th . NO SCIENTIFIC 7
e t. €esis y explores t| ¢ sources, asks LANGUAGE OR Very satisfactory 1
questions and draws conclusions about COMMUNICATIVE
the topic. AND/OR
MORPHOSYNTACTIC
MISTAKES
2 Not satisfactory 2 6,5
TOPIC
The work can be fully categorised within SCIENTIFIC LANGUAGE Very satisfactory 1 6
the given topic and deals with some of the | WITHOUT COMMUNICATIVE
individual sub-areas of the topic. OR MORPHOSYNTACTICAL
ANALYSIS MISTAKES
The thesis is not a complete analysis of 1 Not satisfactory 2 5,5
the topic and is divided into sub-chapters,
but these do not exhaust the topic.
(or vice versa)
DEPTH NO SCIENTIFIC Very satisfactory 1 5
The work does not fully explore the LANGUAGE OR
sources, ask questions and draw COMMUNICATIVE
conclusions about the topic. AND/OR
MORPHOSYNTACTIC
MISTAKES
2 Not satisfactory 2 4,5
SCIENTIFIC LANGUAGE Very satisfactory 1 4
WITHOUT COMMUNICATIVE
OR MORPHOSYNTACTICAL
This work misses the point in some MISTAKES
places and the sources are not fully 1 Not satisfactory 2 3,5

explored in the analysis. Sufficient and
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clear questions are not asked and
conclusions are not drawn. NO SCIENTIFIC Very satisfactory 1 3
4 LANGUAGE OR
COMMUNICATIVE
AND/OR
MORPHOSYNTACTIC
MISTAKES Not satisfactory 2 2,5
2

SCIENTIFIC LANGUAGE 2
WITHOUT COMMUNICATIVE Very satisfactory 1
OR MORPHOSYNTACTICAL
MISTAKES
This work misses the point in some 1 Not satisfactory 2 1,5
places and has no analysis at all as it does

not explore sources, ask questions or

draw conclusions. NO SCIENTIFIC Very satisfactory 1 1
S LANGUAGE OR
COMMUNICATIVE
AND/OR
MORPHOSYNTACTIC
MISTAKES Not satisfactory 2 0,5
2

This work misses the point or is not comprehensible in terms of both analysis and language

or this work has been completely copied or it is not a scientific work 0 (no source references, analysis, etc.)

Example: A paper that adequately addresses the topic and analyses it in all its parts,
exploring it in depth by researching sources, asking questions and drawing conclusions,
is awarded a mark of 1 for criterion A. Move horizontally to the right on the diagram
and if the language of the work is scientific and if there are no serious communicative
or morphosyntactic errors, it is awarded a mark of 1 for criterion B. Then move
horizontally to the right to assess the form. If it adheres satisfactorily to the instructions
given, it receives a mark of 1 for criterion C. You move further horizontally to the right
and give the work a mark of 10.

B1 — Linguistic accuracy: The language is scientific. The lexical items (forms of
expression, standard phrases and expressions, word combinations and individual
words) and the grammatical items (parts of speech) are correct and are used correctly.
The morphosyntactic rules of the language are observed. There are no spelling mistakes
and punctuation is used correctly.

B2 — Linguistic accuracy: The language is scientific. Some lexical or grammatical
items have not been chosen correctly and there are minor morphosyntactic or spelling
errors, but these do not affect the meaning and coherence of the text or the language is
not scientific. However, some lexical and grammatical elements have been chosen
correctly and there are no morphosyntactic or spelling mistakes that affect the meaning
or coherence of the text.

C1 — Form: Correct, complete, appropriate bibliographic references, complete and
appropriate organisation of chapters and subchapters in the table of contents and within
the text, title page line spacing font, etc.
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C2 — Form: Correct but not complete and appropriate bibliographic references or
complete but not appropriate organisation of chapters and sub-chapters in the table of
contents and within the text or title page line spacing font etc. or combination of the
above.

12



